
Korean dance 

Korean traditional dance originated in ancient shamanistic rituals thousands of years ago. 

By the time of the later Korean kingdoms, Goryeo and Joseon, in the 2nd millennium CE, 

Korean traditional dance benefited from regular support of the royal court, numerous 

academies, and even an official ministry of the government. 

A number of different dances gained permanent high status, including the Hermit dance, 

the Ghost dance, Buchae Chum (the fan dance), Seung Mu (the Monk dance), the 

Oudong (Entertainer) dance and others, despite the fact that many had humble origins. 

For example, the Fan dance is believed to have originated with shamans performing 

nature rites with leaves but evolved into one of the most highly refined Korean dances. 

 

Other Korean dances remained and remain to this day under the ambit of farmers and 

folk dance groups. Props used in the dances include the long billowing silk scarf of pure 

white used in the Salpuri dance, drums, hats, swords and others. The props may be 

peripheral or central to the story of the dance. In the Ghost dance, the entertainer has a 

joyous reunion with a deceased spouse, only to endure the heartbreak of respiration, 

and there may few or no props.  

 

Shuttle service is available in front of “Nopodong Central Bus Terminal” beside 
“Nopodong Subway Station(Line 1)”at 13:00 and 13:30 (2 times) 
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